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Tragedles Of Early Dayshh |
Arizona Are Recalled By
Thos. D. Malloy Of Yuma

Barney Martin And Gribble Murders In The Late 80's
Have Seldom Been Equalled In Atrocity And Cold-
bloodedness—Both Murders Are Inter-Related And |
The Writer Herewith Corrects Many Errors Which |
Have Crept Into Their Account As A Permancnt
Record For Future H:stones Of Arizona

By Tom Moﬂoy “ight an 1y part
Yuma

Arizona
April 6, -
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FPolhamus,

who has been contin- |
ident of Arizona since
donido, who came as a|
Ogear F. Townsend, who |

to suech |

naw !

Pioneer Editor, n- |

Arizona Republican:

In response to your request (o
nisgh some reminlscences of the earl
days in Acizena, the following 1= |chil
Eubmitted: hias Deer here since the late 40's, and|

Whila well within your classiffen- | Miss Mary 12, I'ost. the precise (l..lt-‘

tlon of “Arizona Pioneers.™ iing 1 shull not bLe
to disclalm, if not deprecate, to record, suffice to say

I wish s

nny

SCENE OF THE GRIBBLE MURDER

| erested
This picture was taken at Nigger Wells, between the Hassayampa and | pended

Agua Fria rivers, soon after the murdsr of Cyrus Gribble, John Williams
and Charles Doolittle at that spot. The remains of the horse shot down
at the time of the murder can be dimly seen in the foreground. The old |
stage is coming over the hill,

We extend a cordial invitation to
you to visit us during your stay in

the valley.

e 0. 5. STAPLEY
(0., Inc.

The Largest Implement House in the
Southwest

Established 1900

McCORMICK AND DEERING HAR-
VESTING MACHINERY.

INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS,
TRUCKS AND TILLAGE ,IMPLE-
MENTS.

“Everything in Farm Equipment”
* Phoenix Glendale Chandler

Mesa

Jint It long ante-dated October, 13.\;'_'."
when § arvived In Arizeona, Of course, |
the other counties have thetr pio-|
nears, but we are anxiously awalt-
Ing the publication of your Special
FPioneer Edition, se that it may be
determined who, if anyone, now liv-
Ing, was in Arizona prior to the com-
Ing of Isaanc Polhamus.

What follows will be only “near”
personal reminigcences; while 1
helped to haul the first house from
Williams to Ash TFork, Marshall|
Woody store; drove the team thl‘
delvered the first piece of machinery
for the Howell Smelter on - Lynx|
Creek in 1882; pulled the jerk line |
on 'Gene Richard’s bell team when |
it delivered the first load of cbke to
the Jerome Smelter in 1883; saw
part of the melee in the old Co irt |
house in Prescott in 1584, which re-
sulted in the death of Pat McAtoe,
and other casualties; and was pres-
ent in the court room fn Phoenix in|

and
say

part hearsay, some of
from

|SOUrce’

an undisclosed, but relia-
all
those who could, if they
ter tell it

The Barney Martin Murders.

In the spring of 1864, at Stanton,
on the south Wenver
| Mountains, of Antelope|
| hill,  there do- |
ing business, dis- |
pensing man
and Bar-
ney Murtin, whao
and family,. and =
hachelor, There was
tinetive about Painey
. great deal of ms
fostered by himselr,
antecedents of Stan
time had beén a supercirzo on n
& 0. steamer plying between fll"—
land and East India. It was ramored
thnt he had participated In @

|
to|

bet- |

) (1] with

apologies

would,

of "the

the

at foot
wera  Hvir
in the way
sccommodations
beast, two

for
Irishmen,
had n
I, Stnnton,
nothing
Alartin: but
ry. no doubt
surronunded the i
ton He at vlif'_

dis-

Bto

ness of a woman's black handbag|
prevented Tom Graham's w:duw|
from wreaking a just vengeance Upon
the murderer of her husband (but]
that is another story, which may not
even yet be told); 1 shall t'-rmtr:l
trom detalling merely personal ¢x-
perience, and shall confine myself|
to eorrecting =ome slight errors that
have crept into some histories of
Arizona, conrcerning two Arizona
tragedies of the late 'B0s—Barney
Martin mnd the Gribble murders.
Those tragedies, often equaled, nov|
doubt, but rarely exceeded, in atro-|
city and cold bloodedness, have heen|
deemed worthy of notice jn written
histories of Arizona; and if the future
atudents of Arizona history are en-
titled to know sbout those trugoedies
they are entitled to an accurale ac-
count.

Those two tragedies are so inti-

heen educited for the Catholic priest-
hood at Maynouth; but it is extreme-
Iy doubtful if he even belonged to
that faith, Anyway, he and
ney Martin, true 1o the
futle of their race, did not get along
very well lu'.:s»'!lu- They were busi-
ness rivals, pol I-II rivels, and f
there had hun uany chance for re-
ligious rivalry In those days st Stan-
ton, Arizona. it Is probable there
would have bLeen a rveliglous strife
betwesn them. It is not to bLe un-
derstood from this, howeve
such deadly enmity ox
themy as would ordipnri
to murder, F 1
1y accord later

l weird and vegly rumors,

In the spring of Martin was
the owner of certaln property rights
on the Hussayampa, which were pur-
chased by the projectors of the Wal-
mately connected In fiction and in|nut Grove dam for some few thou-
facy that it le Impossible to give an|sunds of doilars bunt uncertain,
intelligent account of one tragedy | but such as nows Wollid by ton-
without detailing the history of the|=ldered a very mo foviune, In-
other. What follows -will be In part|decd.  The result was thot AMartin,
the result of observation, part legend, |in the summer of I8R5 sold put all

nyve
neighbor-

to

the Inck of

Buve ise many
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We Are Proud to Be Num-
ered Among the Pioneers
Who Have Built Arizona

N THE VARIOUS LUMBER YARDS which we

conduct in the State of Arizona,
scientiously adhered to that help

that constructive policy that has made the build-
ing of a great commonwealth possible. It has
been a pleasure and a privilege to bear so im-
portant a part in this great constructive pro-

gram.

For the future we only ask that consideration
which is our right through those broad policies
of constructive helpfulness that have made pos-

sible our success in the past.

D.HOLSTERD FUMBER C

— " ONE FODT - ORA MILLION "~

FIVE POINTS,
Also Yards At

Glendale, Tempe, Mesa, Gilbert, Chandler, Florence,

Casa Grande, Safford, Miami, Aj

Soemerton, Yuma

PHOENIX

| his holdings In that region, and when,
| Where and how he received the pur-
| chasa price is all certain,

Anvway he started for Phoenix in a

light wagon drawn by four small

miles, with his wife and family, On

the way they stopped at Seymonr,
| where Harry Cowell was keeping
| station.

For the information of those who
tre not plonesrs, it may 1 well 1o
state that during the 1V VNS
that the Valture min workes
and prlor to the erectlon .ru' & stump
‘nlll upon the ground. the Yulture
ores wore millqg at different times

| at three points dn the Fla: mpa
Wickenburg, Sevmour and Smith's
MilL Smith’'s MIill being about 12
miles south of Wickenburg, and Sey-
| mour being Intermediate, Water
Iln‘-ing avillable at those places, sta-
tions, or roadbouscs, were thereafter
eéstablished for fthe convenie o of
travelers. And during the period of
this sgtory Harry Cowell was keep-
| ing the station at Sevmour, and Bill
Guhan at Smith's Mil.
The Martin family stayed over nigh
lat Seymour, and Jeft ly next
morning to make the 30-n drive to
| water—3h miles If 11 tonded to
miake the Lower Cro § the Aguva
Fria. During the week following, as
Seymour,

not al

m
1
i,

AV

other Pt Lo
Harry “IDgd you mect Bar-
ey, but had met Barnoy:
an no one. thelr murderers
ever agadno snw Zarmey Martin, or any

travelers in

nsked:

we have con-
ful spirit and

no one
oxXCeEnt

| !'xi.n and almost

the hr-nrAI

wife |
n
| course

cora |

September, 1892, when only the thick- |tain diamond field swindle: to have |

Bar- |

wuywurd |
" a ders were

the |

member of his family,
| for that matter,

Harry
nrimed

Uving, or dead,

'in ..:-\- Cowell became ser-
not o much that he
reason 10 believe that vio-
been done to Martin and
hi= family, but that an accident might
have hauppened, and they might have
perished for want of water, and he
t word to Phoenix that Barney
Martin und his family had left his
more than a week
tnd no one had met them, and
desired to k w i the Alartin
| family had reached Phoenix. Bllly
Blankenship 1id others immediately
made 1..-;1 irles from &all the corrils
Where, course, Martin must have
;n:f up, with no results. Then rescue
nariies  were organized, and the
t aeurched When finally mur-
ler wis suspected, the dry wells were
examined with looking glasses for
dead bodles.

At this point it may be well to ex-
plain that there were In the very
rlv davs two wells attempted to be
upon the desert betw the
Frin apd the Hassayampa—
otic known as Desert Well, and the
Nigger Well, and the namus
bave frequently becn  confounded.
Of course, neither one of them was
a well in any true sense but simply a
deep hole dug in the ground in the
vidn attempt to procure water. The
De:sert Well is located about 12 miles
from the Upper Crossing of the Agua
#t the junction of the |
oad 1 lower Agua Fria cross-
JNH: i clogp to that well there
‘”ud-uhi now bé g hole in the ground
about the size of a large washtub,
when Frenchy Debaud ex-
2600 pounds of giant powder

lously al
had -.I'l_"
lence had

sn
place

r Limie
e

of

L EAliL

other

wfore that !

| died

In the killing of one covote—which s |

another
Fditoy

story, that was well told by

Spear in the Arizona Repub-
nearly twenty seuars ago. De-
died for his country in Cuba
{during the Spanish-American war.
And, with apologies to Coleridge:

The scout’s hones are dust,
And his geod rifle is rust;
His soul is with the saints, 1 trust

Nigger Well is so called because
tradition says that In the digging of
the well one of the owners of the ven- |
ture, a coolored man, was murdered
down in the well about ons hundred |
feer or thereabouts by his partner
plling rocks on top of him. That well |
is located in the depression in the |
desert, hepeinafter described, where |
| the Martin and Gribble murders were
perpetrated.

No bodies were found in either well,
but in the same depression in the
desert where the Nigger Well is sit-
uated, there wag found the tracks of
@ wagon that had turned out of the
road and followed a northeasterly |
towards the mountains that|
bound the desert on the north; then
usually called the Castle Creeck
mountiins, Thoss tracks were fol-
lowed by some ploneers, whose names
escape me, to the foothills where
they found that the wagon had been
| destroyed by fire, except
and such portions as were not com-
bustible, and in the ashes and cin-
found the remnants of the
bones of Barney Martin, his wile,
four children, and an unborn babe,
all fouliy murdered and burned with
the wiagon, The Martin mules were !
| turned joose at that point. Imme-
dintely after the murders there was a
heavy summer shower which de-
stroyed the trall, and it was Impos-
gible to determine which way the
murderers had gone from the scene
| of their revolting crime. Murtin
lwis held up by some horsemen on
‘Ili;-- main road, compoiled to drive his
veaum out of
where the killing
| place, It was not known to the
| general public, and perhaps to no
| one but the murderers and their im-
| mediate sunfull-lnlex, what amount
of money,. if any, over and above the
Iil-hll.h ’tt ant sam n'n‘--*‘lr\' to defriy
the expenses of the trip from Stanton
to Phoenix, that Martin may have
| had with him. It is not kdown for
| certaln to thia day, who actually
| perpetrated the Barney Martin mur-
| ders, or if it i= known, thosa who
| know are not willing to tell, for most
'r bvious reasons—ihe statute of limi-
|ml.-m doez not run against murder
Arizona.

But while no one knew for certain,
rumor was very busy indeed with
certiln names. It was said that one
Francisco Vega was the chief crim-
inal, acting under the directions of
Stanton: and that the molive far the
wis combined revenge and

and burning took

murder
cupldity.
| series of petly offenses ngainst Stan-
ton, and t¢ secure (he money
which he had sold out. Proceeding
upon that theory Tom Bryant (cor-
réct name Thomas J. Bryan) and
some of hia friends one
| Phoenix, out on the banks of
Town Ditch, took & Mexican from the
region of Stanton or Weaver, and

Hung him by the neck to a tree for|
at- |

in a wyaln
him to didclose
to Incrimninate

an extended period
tempt to compel
something tending

L | Stanton, Vegn snd others. But that

and all other attempts, to
murderers of the Martin

atiompt,
trace tha
fumily, falied;
been brought to
dinbollcal crimes—that
irt,

But

justice for thoss
is,
cot
is a sequel to the Ma
if “"l-ﬂllull was In
in crime
on one Satur-

there
murders; that js
any way implicated
The rfollowing winter,

the

1887

PINNEY &

“Sporting Goo

o, Nogales, 137 N. Central Ave

“Pioneers’”

35 YEARS’

Continuous business service
in Phoenix under the same

name and management.

1922

ROBINSON

ds Exclusively”

Phone 3098

the tires

day night after supper while Stanton
was at his place of business, and »
tramp (As we then called them, thi
word “hobo" being unknown to our
Western lexicon—and at that, 1 may
be doing Injustice to some now stal-
wart citizen) by the name of Kelly
was washing fishes {n the kitchen, a
cavalvade of horsemen rode up to the
Stanton place and someone called
out “Oiga Usted, Senor Stanton
venga acak,” and Stanton went to the
door to be met with a fusilade
shots, and he died instantly upon his
own threshold. There were
In this cavalcade, but as soon
Kelly heard the shots, showing that
he did not belie his name, and that
he belonged to the fighting race, he
jumped, took down a rifle that was
hanging over the kitchen door, ran
to the front door of the store, fired
into the retreating bhorsemen with
fntal effect as to one of them, who
o8 suddenly as did Stunton.
There were to be two inguests helid
ags quickly as a coroner could come
from Prescott: and wilnesses were
called from all around the Stanton
wnd Weaver district; and yet not a
single witness was found to testfy
that he knew Lhe man that Kelly had
killed; and who he was, or whenece
he came, s vet, a mystery. Agaln
dame rumor was busy. It was sald
that Stanton had received all of the
boodle from the Martin murders, and
that he had falled and refused to
divide the spoils with the men whe
had actuanlly and foully won them
and that in revenge Stanton’s co-
murderers had killed hitn. But that
I8 apother mystery, that probably will

us

| never be solved—unless those should

speak, for whom silence is gafety,
The Gribble Murders

Thus ended the Martin tragedy, ex-
eept for the horror of the event, and
the terror created by the nume of
Francisco Vega

From the winter of '86-87 till some
months after the Gribble murders 1
drove the Jack Baker ten-mule team
hauling supplies from Phoenix to the
Vulture, including monthly consign-
ments of cash to meet payv-day
checks, No doubt that aggravated
my terror, but I knew others, who
were without fear, to mention Vega's
name with uneasiness, It was said

| that he bhad a rendezvous at Castle

Dome, from out of which he might
sally forth at any time and rob and
asstasinate the wayfarer., But later
Investigations and a resldence of ov-
er 20 vears in Yuma county, after
diligent inquiry, has failed to dis-
¢loge that anvone of the name of
Francleco Vega was ever known to
have been in the viclnity of Castle
Dome. "

In those day= thera were no rail-
roads and no automobiles. There-
fore, the bullion produced at the Vul-
ture mine had to be transported 60
miles by team of some sort from the

| Vulture to Phoenix. YIn March, 1888,

the superintendent of the Vulture
mine was Cyrus Gribble, He had in
him an Immense stock of egolism and
bullheadedness, His predecessor, El-

| more, was impressed with the terror

the road and to the point |

to punish Martin for a long |

for |

night at|
the |

and no one has ever |
not in al

rtin '

]

of Vega's name, and being desirous
of avolding hold-ups as much as pos-
sible, managed so thut few knew just
exactly when the bullion left the Vul-
ture or how it was conveyed to Phoe-
nix. After each clean-up, but on no
stated day, at no particular hour of
the day or night, Elmore would leave
the Vulture with his team and bug-
gy, and perhaps accompanied by one,
two or three other teams or buggles,
and a crowd of good fellows, and
make & flying trip to Phoenix; and
ecach of those Tlying twrips would be
well marked, on elther side of the
road, at not long dJdistances apart,
by “dend soldlers.”
did the bullion accompany these par-
ties, perhaps by days on a slow mov-
ing freight wagon, or by stage, or
with a man on horseback; and, as
frequently the bullion did not leave
the Vulture until after the superin-
tandent had ostensibly conveyed §t
to Phoenix. And Elmore caused It

1o be

his method

cured
hold-

But

could tell him asyviing.

nced to the world thatIm-
after each clean-up he was
transport the bull!gpﬂo

and he was going m~4

the devil, or ann @

his plan was to “leaVe
with bhis buggy team

¢ morning after the plean-

widely :un-...- i No one

10
any time, it
ibtful ir
the buliic
up
AL

enlx
2 Vegn

Gribbie }

of |

many |

But not always |

THE PIONEER
REAL ESTATE OFFICE-
OF PHOEN

Two-story brick business build-
ing, with 50 foot frontage on
Washington street, for

$£5,500.00

For Loans, Insurance, Bargains
in Real Estate, seek no further
for better can’t be found.

E. J. BENNITT, Agent

16 N. Center Street

The above ad ran in the late
Nineties in the Phoenix Herald,
later the Republican, and is what is
now known as the Tharaldson-
Building on West Washington
Street. Itsvalue today is probably
near $100,000.00.

We are of the opinion that the op-
portunity for investment in Phoe-
nix today is just as good as they
were in the late Nineties.

E. J. Bennitt & Company

Phoenix

Phoenix

GREETINGS

WELCOME

You Pioneers
and Your Friends!

OR thirty-four yvears our store has
been a place where Arizona peo-
ple like to meet, talk and enjoy the
delicious,
refreshments
“Donofrio’s” a household word.

The name

ly associated with

“that, for years,
synonymour.

Discriminating peoj
no longer
necessary
frio’s.’

DONOF

21 East Wa

and

satisfving ice cream and
which have made

“Donofrio’s” is so close-
ice cream
have been

£1( !U(i

the two

ple in Phoenix
it is not
say “Dono-

[O°S

Arizona

as

k for ice eream—
they always

shin

ogton




